
  

Subject:

Highlights on performing the visual search



  

Purpose:

MO/MS scanning on CD flights, or for downed 

a/c, or for spotting a simulated target (e.g. 

parachite or tarp) on a SAREX, etc.



  

Scanning =

Looking in a methodical manner



  

The Eye

� Central 10 deg best visual 
acuity Fig 5-1

� This 10 deg "sees well" ONLY 
when it is not moving

Figure 5-1



  

The methodical scan

�   Determine your 10 deg field (fist at arm's length)

�   Move it in small increments (fixation points) so each field slightly overlaps previous one

�   FOCUS at each fixation point, THEN move on to next point (allow 1-2 sec. at each point)



  

� Establish "scanning 
range" (table:  1000 
AGL/20 deg - 2 fists 
- below horizon 
gives 1/2 mile.  
Many factors, e.g 
size, color of object, 
etc. 

� Right seat view 
(front or rear) shown 
in Fig 5-5.

� Results in pattern 
shown in Fig 5-4 
(next slide)



  



  

� Left, rear seat view 
shown in  Fig 5-6

NOTES:

� Not 100% coverage.

� Gaps are accounted for 
in POD charts.

� A mission planning/ops 
concern - they assign  
a/c track spacings,  
followup flights, etc. as 
they determine 
necessary.

� All we can do is try to 
be consistent in 
scanning, since that is 
what ops is counting on.


